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 AFRICAphonie 

                    AUTHORISATION REF 458/G .37/D 14/VOL.1/21 OAPP. 
 

Indigenous democracy + Endogenous Development = Sustainable Peace 
 

26th July 2005 

The Consular Officer 

B.P 817 

U.S Embassy 

Yaounde 

 

 

Dear the Consular Officer, 

 

Subject: MY SIDE OF THE VISA STORY 

 

On the 21st June 2005, I Ngwane George Esambe was called on the phone by 

a staff of your office to take a visa appointment based on invitation 

documents sent to the Consular Office by the Organisers of an International 

Conference. 

The organisers of this conference were the NGO-United Nations Conflict 

Prevention working Group (U.SA) and the Global Partnership for the 

Prevention of Armed Conflict (Netherlands). 

The theme of the conference was “From Reaction to Prevention: Civil society 

forging partnerships to prevent violent conflict and Build Peace” and was 

slated to hold from 19-21 July 2005 in New York, America. 

I was invited to this conference (like many other conferences I have 

attended) as a civil society actor, Scholar on Peace Education Executive 

Director of   the NGO AFRICAphonie-Cameroon and Resource Person 

(Facilitator) of a particular session of the workshop titled “Indigenous and 

local approaches to working with conflict prevention peacefully”. 
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For more than three months prior to the phone call from your office, the 

organisers and myself had been working on the format, issues, speakers, 

suggested key literature and brochure of this session of the workshop. 

On that 21st June 2005, your office gave me the date of Tuesday 12th July 

2005 at 9.am as my visa interview date. 

On 6th July 2005, my organisers booked a hotel for me at: Fitzpatrick Grand 

Central Hotel, 141 East 44th street, New York, NY 10017 tel; 212-351-6800 

from the 17th to 22nd July 2005. 

On the 8th July 2005, I collected my prepaid (paid for by my organisers) 

return air ticket from Air France Douala with flight booked between Saturday 

16th July –23rd July 2005 (Douala-Paris- New York). 

I then travelled to Yaounde on 10th July 2005 with all necessary immigration 

documents to attend the visa interview of 12th July. 

These were the questions I was called to answer: 

How did the organisers get to know you? 

Have you travelled before? 

How many children do you have? 

How much do you earn? 

Do you have a mission order? 

My interviewer did not ask me to produce any other documents safe the 

invitation documents that were enclosed in my passport which she had 

infront of her.  She later gave me a paper with the announcement ‘You do 

not qualify for a visa…’.  On examining the paper closely, I found the ticked 

statement ‘your application has been refused under Section 214 (b)………..’ 
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I got back to my organisers who put up frantic efforts to convince the 

Consular Office that a whole session of the UN sponsored workshop to which 

more than 60 people were already registered risked being deleted if I did not 

participate. 

In an email letter the Vice Consular Officer sent to my organisers, she 

insinuated that I had failed to convince my interviewer that I will not abscond 

once in the U.S.  She further advised that I take another interview on 

Thursday 14th July.  I turned down this new interview offer on the grounds 

that my interviewer had not bothered to get me present the necessary 

documents that could convince her that after the workshop I will return to 

Cameroon.  If it was the government mission order that she needed then she 

could not have it (and I do not see how this document obliges me to return 

to Cameroon) because I was not travelling to a government related function.  

I was invited and was travelling as a prominent civil society actor in 

Cameroon, attending a conference about civil society issues.  

Indeed, even though my passport professional identity indicates that I am a 

teacher, all my travels outside my country have been as a civil society actor 

attending conferences, seminars and colloquiums. 

 What then was the guarantee that a second visa interview will bring the 

desired results? 

However, after a midnight phone discussion with my organisers and after 

taking a second look at the intellectual and financial investment we had 

already made towards this workshop, I called the Consular Office on 

Thursday 14th July 2005 at 8.30am to be given another visa interview.  The 

response was that new interviews would be held only in August 2005. 

Dear Consular Officer, I respect the visa procedures of your office but I also 

expect your office to respect the individual merit of each visa applicant.  To 

arrive at prejudiced and hasty conclusions about the veiled agenda of every 

visa applicant is not only an outrageous insult to the world of scholarship 

which is informed by both knowledge exchange and knowledge production 
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but an affront to Cameroon-U.S diplomacy and human rights which is fed on 

your skewed and paternalistic imagination that Cameroon is a large prison 

from which every visa applicant wants to escape to the land of freedom 

called America. 

Dear Consular Officer, I understand the terrible inundation of visa 

applications you receive (with its attendant financial gains you make) but I 

also expect you to understand the intellectual frustration a person who is 

passionate about scholarship can go through after a three minute interview 

that ends up in an answer that borders on suspicion than on the facts of the 

case.  No American scholar invited to Cameroon can be treated as such in 

our Embassy in America. 

Dear Consular Officer, I know of the bulk of Cameroonian crooks who parade 

your office in search of a visa (and strange enough they find their way 

through it) but I expect you to be more level headed in treating cases that 

are absolutely genuine. 

Since my interviewer did not request for any supporting documents which I 

had brought along, let me briefly introduce myself while I attach some 

supporting documents to this letter. 

Academic credentials 

I am a Postgraduate holder from the University of Strathclyde-Scotland in 

1991, Postgraduate holder from the University of Yaounde, Cameroon in 

1984 and holder of a Bachelors degree from the University of Yaounde in 

1983.  In October 2004, I was offered a Scholar Rescue Fellowship by the 

Institute of International Education New York, to pursue a Masters program 

on Governance and Peace at the Africa University; Mutare-Zimbabwe. 

Family status 

At the age of 45, I am married with 5 children and 2 family dependents. 

My wife works for the Ministry of Education. 
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Investments 

I own a house though am presently living in the Government Residential Area 

in Buea. 

Civil Service Career 

I have moved from secondary school teacher, Senior Warden, Vice Principal 

to Provincial Delegate for Culture. 

I am on index 940 with a salary of over 250,000frs. 

Civil Society activities 

I have written seven books with the two most recent published by the 

International Academic Publishers in America, produced several articles and 

attended international conferences on areas of democracy, development, 

human rights, book culture and peace education (see www.gngwane.com). 

In 1996, I founded the NGO called AFRICAphonie and since then we have 

had projects funded by Donors in the Netherlands, UK, South Africa etc and 

recently by the United States Institute for Peace. 

Infact, one of our projects was short listed this year and our office visited by 

your Democracy and Human Rights fund activity (Ms Nathalie Lell and Mr. 

Clinton from Accra) in preparation for the final results in September 2005. 

(See www.Africaphonie.org) 

I also head the National Book development Council of Cameroon. 

 

Scholarly activism 

On the 2nd and 3rd of April 1993, I was the impresario of the All Anglophone 

Conference that took place in Buea and that has resulted in Anglophone 

consciousness through the Southern Cameroons National Council (SCNC). 

http://www.gngwane.com/
http://www.africaphonie.org/
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Before this and specifically in March 1990, I was detained for two weeks for 

writing an article that questioned the bilingualism policy of Cameroon. 

Just last year (2004) and after being appointed Provincial delegate for 

Culture for South West province, I wrote a serialised article in The Post 

newspaper; Cameroon and the CODESRIA journal; Senegal on  ‘Cameroon’s 

Democratic process since 1990’. Cameroonian authorities found the article 

‘unpalatable’ and got me suspended from my functions as Provincial Delegate 

and the suspension is still in force. 

I have had all forms of professional and intellectual victimisations but I have 

NEVER, NEVER thought of escaping from this country.  If anyone misled you 

through a phone call or any other contact into believing that I may abscond 

then it was unfortunate- I will never abscond. Of course the day I have a 

better professional or intellectual job, I will make it clear to your office, but 

to use any form of invitation as a subterfuge to absconding is completely out 

of question. 

With all the political and economic contradictions in my country, I still think I 

owe her a modest contribution but I also deserve to export this contribution 

when scholarship calls to any country including America. 

For me to be suspected and treated as an asylum seeker, a potential 

refugee, an intending immigrant at the Consular Office of the U.S is a 

travesty of human rights, an effrontery to my scholarly status, contempt for 

civil society contribution and disrespect for those who in the first place 

invited me to this international Conference. 

Finally, I chose to write this letter as a private correspondence but I am 

making another article public debate on the theme ‘the disdain of European 

and American embassies in Africa towards Africans’. For as I am writing to 

you I have been informed that more than three quarters of the Africans 

invited to this International Conference were refused visas by the American 

Embassies, and five African football teams (Cameroon, Zambia, Nigeria, 

Kenya and Burundi) were refused visas by the respective British High 
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Commissions to participate at the July UK 2005 Homeless World Cup football 

competition on the spurious excuse that the African teams are too poor to 

support themselves in the UK. The Britain of ‘Commission for Africa and 2012 

Olympics’ 

With my active intellectual pursuit, I know I will someday come knocking at 

your visa doors again to break the barriers of insulated knowledge acquisition 

and open horizons of a world of scholars without borders. 

I look forward to that opportunity again 

Sincerely Yours 

George Ngwane 

cc. H.E. Ambassador, U.S Embassy, Cameroon 
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